
 

 
 
 

 
OVERVIEW OF CHANGES  

to  
EMS RULES and REGULATIONS 

 
In December of 2005 some changes occurred to the Nebraska EMS Rules and Regulations.  Following are some of the 

highlights of the changes in the EMS Rules and Regulations. 
 
 
 

Title 172 NAC 11 
Rules and Regulations Relating to: 

Certification of Out-Of-Hospital Emergency Care 
Providers 

 
First Responders can now utilize spinal and 

immobilization devices.  In order to do this the First 
Responder will need to complete the training through an 
EMS Training Agency, be a member of a licensed ambulance 
service, and have approval from the service’s physician 
medical director.  The curriculum for the immobilization 
devices are the trauma modules- on “Musculoskeletal Care" 
and "Injuries to the Head and Spine" from the EMT course. 

EMT-Basics can administer the prescription medication 
albuterol and can also utilize oximeters.  However, in order 
for EMT-B’s to use pulse oximeters or to provide nebulizer 
treatment/albuterol, they will have to take the initial training 
given by a certified EMS instructor through an approved EMS 
Training Agency and have approval from their service's 
physician medical director.  The nebulizer/albuterol 
curriculum is being piloted and is not yet ready for distribution 
to the EMS Training Agencies.  The pulse oximeter 
curriculum has been distributed to the EMS Training 
Agencies and is a one-hour course.   

Changes for EMT-I’s and EMT-P’s, with the approval of 
the service’s physician medical director or as determined by 
the medical staff of the hospital or by the governing authority 
of the health clinic care may include the following as set forth 
in written protocols:  1)  EMT-Intermediates can administer 
these additional medications:  vasopressin, amiodorane, 
glucagon and benadryl.  2)  EMT-Paramedics can now use 
blood and blood products.   

A continuing education waiver for military service and/or 
illness may be granted to Out-of-Hospital Emergency Care 
Providers when proper documentation is submitted. 

The Department of Health and Human Services may 
assess an administrative penalty in the amount of $10 per 
day, not to exceed a total of $1,000 for practice without a 
certificate. 

When an application for an Out-of-Hospital Emergency 
Care Provider certification occurs, if convicted of a felony or 
misdemeanor, the applicant needs to submit the court 
records and a letter of explanation. 

Should you need a duplicate of your Out-of-Hospital 
Nebraska certification there is a $10 fee. 

Title 172 NAC 12 
Rules and Regulations Relating to: 

Emergency Medical Services 
 

Some clarification of the requirements on maintaining 
and destroying patient care records occurred.  When a 
patient is transferred, all available patient care data must be 
given to the receiving Health Care Facility or EMS Service. 
Patient care records must be kept confidential, available only 
for use by authorized persons or as otherwise permitted by 
law. Patient records are to be kept for at least five (5) years, 
if the patient is a minor, patient records may need to be kept 
longer, they are to be kept for three (3) years after the patient 
reaches the age of majority.  Patient care records are to be 
destroyed by shredding, incineration, electronic deletion, or 
other equally effective measure only after retention 
requirements are met. 

Additional means of communication were added, 
previously a 2-way radio had been specified for 
communication.   
 On all runs an ambulance or aircraft must be staffed by 
at least one EMT or above to provide patient care and a 
person to drive the ambulance or operate the aircraft.   
 
 

Title 172 NAC 13 
Rules and Regulations Relating to: 

Emergency Medical Services Training Agencies 
 

 EMS Training Agencies are to have a Student 
Harassment Policy in place and are to meet with the EMS 
Instructors annually. 
 In order to receive the initial EMS Instructor certification, 
the applicant must hold a current certification as an Out-of-
Hospital Emergency Care Provider at or above the level 
being taught and must have served on an Ambulance 
Service for three (3) years prior to applying for certification. 
 
 

Complete copies of Rules and Regulations 
pertaining to Emergency Medical Services 

may be obtained at: 
 

http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/ems/emsindex.htm
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NE EMS CONTINUING EDUCATION 
 
 Funding has recently become available to conduct eight (8) classes in the Western Region for Ambulance Services who did 
not receive NE EMS continuing education dollars for the July through December 2005 funding cycle. These classes need to be on 
one of the following topics:  airway, immobilization, infectious disease, or assessment  Requests need to be submitted by the end of 
May, 2006, however the classes can be held beginning April of 2006 through December of 2006.  Contact Sharon Steele at 800-
572-7239 if you are interested in hosting one of these classes and did not receive funding for the July through December 2005 
period.  Sharon must be contacted at least thirty (30) days prior to the date of the training to ensure paperwork for funding can be 
completed.  Three of these classes have already been scheduled and they are listed below.       
  
Date   Class        Presenter    Time 
 
2/22/06  EMS Assessment in Fire Rehab    Bill Fortune   7:00 PM MST – 10:00 PM MST   
   Grant Fire Hall 
   Grant, NE 
 
3/19/06  Immobilization of Football/Rodeo Injuries  Todd Thornton   1:00 PM CST – 4:00 PM CST 
   Cherry County Hospital Ambulance Barn  Ryan Cleal 
   510 N. Green 

  Valentine, NE 
 

5/25/06  Ambulance Safety & Assessment   Patrick Richards  7:00 PM CST – 10:00 PM CST 
   Brady Community Center 
   121 N Main Street 
   Brady, NE  
 
     In addition to the above funding for EMS Continuing Education, the open application period began February 15, 2006 and will 
end on April 1, 2006, for classes to be included in the July through December 2006 Nebraska EMS Statewide calendar.  Grant 
applications for EMS Continuing education classes to be included in the July through December 2006 Statewide calendar can be 
submitted at the following website: 
 

http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/ems/emscegrant.htm
 
 
 
 

 
 

KIWANIS PEDIATRIC PROGRAM 
 

 The Kiwanis Pediatric Program in Nebraska is coming to a close.  This program came to 
Nebraska, beginning in 2002 and has provided pediatric equipment and training to many basic 
emergency services across the State.  Pediatric equipment was provided to the following 
Rescue Services in the Western Region through this program:  Sutherland, Palisade, Maxwell, 
Wallace, Brady, Hershey, Indianola, Arthur, Bartley, Beaver Valley, Brule, Eustis, Hayes 
Center, Hershey, Imperial, Maxwell, McPerson County, Mullen, Paxton, Grant, Venango, 
Madrid, Sandhills Rescue, Stratton, Thedford, Trenton, Wallace, Wauneta, and 
Keystone/Lemoyne.  A pediatric training that lasted approximately two hours was presented by 
an Instructor provided by the NE EMS Program on the night of the presentation of equipment. 
Advanced Life Support and hospital based services were not eligible to participate in this 
program as the Kiwanis Clubs wanted to target volunteer organizations that provide basic 
services to their communities.  In order to show your appreciation for this program, please 
remember to support the Kiwanis clubs in any way you can. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

AED GRANT 
UPDATE 

 
The deadline to submit an 

application for the AED Grant 
was February 1, 2006.  The 
submitted applications are 
being reviewed and award 

announcements are 
anticipated on or before 
Friday, March 17, 2006. 

Questions about the 
application process may be 
addressed to Doug Fuller at 

800-422-3460 ext. 25 or 
doug.fuller@hhss.ne.gov
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